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I.   Broadband Stimulus Updates 
 

A. President Obama is expected to announce the first slate of Round Two BTOP 
and BIP applicants winning grants later today. The list of expected awardees 

is attached. 
 
B. RUS has sent Second Review letters to a limited number of Middle Mile 

applicants requesting supplemental information to address specific and 
limited adjustments in their NOFA II applications. These letters are not an 

indication of an intent to award, nor are they an indication of an award 
denial. If RUS proposes to send additional Second Review letters in the 
future, notice will be published on this website. 

 
 

II.  Congressional Updates 
 

A. On June 30, 2010, U.S. House Committee on Energy and Commerce, 

Chairmen Henry A. Waxman and Rick Boucher and Ranking Members Joe 
Barton and Cliff Stearns sent a letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski 

related to the construction and maintenance of a nationwide, interoperable 
public safety broadband network requesting information from the FCC on the 

public safety broadband network. The letter is available at: 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/documents/20100630/Genachowski.FCC.
2010.6.30.pdf 

 
 

III. Federal Agency News and Proceedings 
 

A. Department of Commerce 

 
On June 28, 2010, The National Institute of Standards and Technology 

(NIST), the National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
(NTIA), and the International Trade Administration (ITA), on behalf of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce (Department), will hold a public meeting on 

July 27, 2010, to discuss the relationship between cybersecurity in the 
commercial space and innovation in the Internet economy.  The meeting will 

be held on July 27, 2010, from 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m 
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2010/FR_IPTF_Cybersecurity_07272010M

eeting_06282010.pdf 
 

 
B. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

 

On June 30, 2010, FCC Chairman Genachowski named Douglas Sicker as 
Chief Technologist. 

http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-

299388A1.pdf 

http://energycommerce.house.gov/documents/20100630/Genachowski.FCC.2010.6.30.pdf
http://energycommerce.house.gov/documents/20100630/Genachowski.FCC.2010.6.30.pdf
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2010/FR_IPTF_Cybersecurity_07272010Meeting_06282010.pdf
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2010/FR_IPTF_Cybersecurity_07272010Meeting_06282010.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-299388A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-299388A1.pdf
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On June 28, 2010, FCC released Chairman Genachowski’s statement on the 
Obama Administration’s Wireless Broadband Initiative. 

http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299209A1.pdf 
 

On June 28, 2010, the FCC released the prepared remarks of Commissioner 
Mignon Clyburn before the American Library Association in Washington, DC 
on June 26, 2010.  

http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299180A1.pdf 
 

On June 28, 2010, FCC released a report that the Commission has voted 
unanimously on immediate and long-term approaches to protect and sustain 
vital service for the deaf. 

http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299123A1.pdf 
 

On June 29, 2010 FCC launched a data innovation initiative. 
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0629/DOC-
299269A1.pdf 

 
On June 30, 2010, FCC action eliminated certain interim narrowbanding 

deadlines for public safety and commercial licenses. 
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-

299410A1.pdf 
 
 

IV. Related News 
 

A. White House backs FCC plan to add airwaves for mobile broadband 
Washington Post-June 29, 2010 
 

The Obama administration announced Monday that it will double the amount 
of airwaves available for mobile broadband to meet the demands of 

smartphones and other increasingly popular wireless gadgets. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/06/28/AR2010062805421.html 

 
The Presidential Memorandum is available at: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/presidential-memorandum-
unleashing-wireless-broadband-revolution 
 

B. Broadband Availability to Expand 
New York Times-June 27, 2010 

 
The Obama administration is seeking to nearly double the wireless 
communications spectrum available for commercial use over the next 10 

years, an effort that could greatly enhance the ability of consumers to send 
and receive video and data with smartphones and other hand-held devices. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/28/technology/28broadband.html?_r=2&s
rc=busln 

http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299209A1.pdf
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299180A1.pdf
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-299123A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0629/DOC-299269A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0629/DOC-299269A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-299410A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2010/db0630/DOC-299410A1.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/28/AR2010062805421.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/28/AR2010062805421.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/presidential-memorandum-unleashing-wireless-broadband-revolution
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/presidential-memorandum-unleashing-wireless-broadband-revolution
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/28/technology/28broadband.html?_r=2&src=busln
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/28/technology/28broadband.html?_r=2&src=busln


5 

 

C. The Price of Broadband Politics 
New York Times-June 29, 2010 

 
One good measure of the intensity with which phone and cable companies 

dislike the Federal Communications Commission’s plan to extend its 
regulatory oversight over access to broadband Internet is the amount of 
money they are spending on political contributions. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/opinion/30wed2.html?partner=rssnyt&
emc=rss 

 
D. UPDATE: Best Buy Rolling Out Company-Branded Mobile Broadband 

Wall Street Journal-June 29, 2010 

 
Best Buy Inc. (BBY) is rolling out its own mobile broadband Internet service 

as the largest U.S. specialty electronics retailer continues to add store-
branded services for the products it sells. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20100628-709320.html 

 
 

E. Telehealth Technology is Increasingly Important to U.S. Veterans 
e-Week.com-July 1, 2001 

 
With a large distance separating U.S. veterans from the proper medical care 
they need, the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) is a major adopter of 

mobile health technology. 
http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Health-Care-IT/Telehealth-Technology-Is-

Increasingly-Important-to-US-Veterans-397177/ 
 

F. Ex-FCC engineering chief supports public-safety funding, pre-emptive 

roaming; not D Block 
Urgent Communications-June 29, 2010 

 
As one of the most outspoken advocates of the FCC’s proposal for a 
nationwide broadband wireless network, Ed Thomas does not believe 

Congress should reallocate the 700 MHz D Block to public safety. 
http://urgentcomm.com/policy_and_law/commentary/ed-thomas-talks-

700mhz-20100629/ 
 

G. Lawmakers probe interoperability, price of public safety devices 

Washington Post-July 1, 2010 
Key House lawmakers sent a letter to the chairman of the FCC Wednesday 

asking about devices that are being used by public safety officials and why it 
has been so hard for police, fire and other public safety emergency 
responders to communicate with each other. 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/posttech/2010/07/lawmakers_probe_inter
operabilt.html 

 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/opinion/30wed2.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/opinion/30wed2.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20100628-709320.html
http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Health-Care-IT/Telehealth-Technology-Is-Increasingly-Important-to-US-Veterans-397177/
http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Health-Care-IT/Telehealth-Technology-Is-Increasingly-Important-to-US-Veterans-397177/
http://urgentcomm.com/policy_and_law/commentary/ed-thomas-talks-700mhz-20100629/
http://urgentcomm.com/policy_and_law/commentary/ed-thomas-talks-700mhz-20100629/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/posttech/2010/07/lawmakers_probe_interoperabilt.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/posttech/2010/07/lawmakers_probe_interoperabilt.html
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H. A 'Public Option' for Broadband? 
PC World-June 30, 2010 

 
One subprime mortgage collapse and one environmental mega-disaster 

should have taught the SEC and the EPA that companies motivated 
exclusively by the desire to maximize profits can’t be relied on to act in the 
interests of consumers. 

http://www.pcworld.com/article/200238/a_public_option_for_broadband.htm
l?tk=hp_new 

 
I. Doubling the Commercial Spectrum to Unleash Innovative Potential of 

Wireless Broadband 

Imperial Valley News-June 28, 2010 
 

President Obama signed a Presidential Memorandum to commit the Federal 
government to a sustained effort to make available 500 MHz of Federal and 
commercial spectrum over the next 10 years to foster investment, economic 

growth and help create hundreds of thousands of jobs by meeting the 
burgeoning demand for mobile and fixed broadband, other high-value uses 

and benefits for other industries. 
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=vi

ew&id=7543&Itemid=1 
 
V. Alabama State News 

 
A New Frontier For West Virginia 

MetroNews-June 30, 2010 
 
At 11:00 a.m. Thursday, Frontier Communications officially acquires 

Verizon's entire existing landline and broadband service in West Virginia and 
13 other states. 

http://www.wvmetronews.com/index.cfm?func=displayfullstory&storyid=378
69 

 

  

http://www.pcworld.com/article/200238/a_public_option_for_broadband.html?tk=hp_new
http://www.pcworld.com/article/200238/a_public_option_for_broadband.html?tk=hp_new
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7543&Itemid=1
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7543&Itemid=1
http://www.wvmetronews.com/index.cfm?func=displayfullstory&storyid=37869
http://www.wvmetronews.com/index.cfm?func=displayfullstory&storyid=37869

